TEACHER OF THE MONTH – NOVEMBER 2015

Shannon Austin – Port Susan Middle School

Nominated by:  Ann Peterson
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The sixth graders at Stanwood Middle School read the book Wonder (that should be underlined) each fall as part of their Language Arts curriculum. This novel, which features a boy with a craniofacial deformity as its main character, centers around the theme "Choose Kind."  Shannon Austin, one of SMS's 6th grade Language Arts and Social Studies teachers, is the embodiment of that theme. Shannon "Chooses Kind" every minute of every class, every day. She is one of the most positive people I have ever met. Shannon never seems to have a bad day. At the risk of making her sound too good to be true, Shannon spreads sunshine wherever she goes, touching students and staff alike with her smile and laughter. Shannon treats each and every student in her classes as though they were the most important person in her world. No student, not even the ones with academic or behavioral challenges, can fail to thrive in her classroom. She is no pushover, however. Shannon expects the best from her students. Her brand of kindness includes holding students accountable for their actions and their learning. Shannon's kindness extends to me as an assistant in her Social Studies and Advisory classes. There's no better way to start the day than helping in her room. I feel valued and appreciated with every kind word from this lovely lady. As Shannon Austin "Chooses Kind," I hope you will choose her to be Stanwood-Camano School District's Teacher of the Month!
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